It (non-violence) will express itself in her ambassadors
going to the Axis powers not to beg for peace but to show them
the futility of war for achieving an honourable end. This can
only be done if and when Britain sheds the gains of perhaps
the most organized and successful violence the world has seen.
All this may not come to pass. I do not mind. It is worth
fighting for, it is worth staking all that the nation has.
(Harijan, July 5, 1942, p. 212)
(N)   FRIENDS* AMBULANCE UNIT IN INDIA
"We were wondering if it was auspicious for an English
party to arrive in India, when you were asking the British to
withdraw," said Prof. Alexander with a kindly smile. "Agatha
suggested that we might have a party from India to work with
us, and make of our party a mixed party."
"My first writing," said Gandhiji, "did, I am afraid, give
rise to that kind of fear. That was because I had not given
expression to the whole idea in my mind. It is ;not my nature
to work out and produce a finished thing all at once. The
moment a question was asked me, I made it clear that no phy-
sical withdrawal of every Englishman was meant, I meant the
withdrawal of the British domination. And so every English-
man in India can convert himself into a friend and remain here.
The condition is that every Englishman has to dismount from
the horse he is riding and cease to be monarch of all he surveys
and identify himself with the humblest of us. The moment he
does it, he will be recognized as a member of the family. His
role as a member of the ruling caste must end for ever. And
so when I said 'withdraw', I meant 'withdraw as masters*. The
demand for withdrawal has another implication. You have to
^vithdraw, irrespective of the wishes of anybody here. You do
not need the consent of a slave to give him freedom. The slave
often hugs the chains of slavery. They become part of his flesh.
You have to tear them asunder and throw them away. You
must withdraw because it is your duty to do so, and not wait
for the unanimous consent of all the sections or groups in India.
"There is thus no question of the moment being inauspi-
cious for you. On the contrary, if you can assimilate my propo-
sal, it is the most auspicious moment for you to arrive in India.
.-You will meet many Englishmen here. They may have entirely
misunderstood what I have said, and you have to explain to
them what exactly I want them to do.
... "And it is well perhaps that your mission begins with
me. Begin it with finding out what exactly is at the back of my
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